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Glossary of Statistical Terms 

Purpose 

The aims of the OECD Glossary of Statistical Terms are: 

- to provide a highly visible and readily accessible source of statistical terminology and definitions that 
are derived from international standards for use by OECD author areas in the development of 
questionnaires and other data collection instruments and for inclusion in published output. The Glossary 
also has wide application for external government and non-government agencies; 

- to provide a set of target definitions based on existing international statistical standards that will 
ultimately be linked to data located in the OECD''s Statistical Information System (SIS); 

- to be the catalyst for the development of consistent international statistical standards by highlighting 
existing inconsistencies between existing standards. 

Objectives and outputs 

The OECD Glossary of Statistical Terms contains a comprehensive set of definitions of the main data 
items collected by the Organisation. The Glossary also contains definitions of key terminology and 
concepts and commonly used acronyms.  

Over 6 700 definitions currently included in the glossary are primarily drawn from existing international 
statistical guidelines and recommendations that have been prepared over the last two or three decades 
by international organisations such as the OECD, IMF, ILO, Eurostat, United Nations working with 
national statistical institutes. 

Work in 2007 entailed the addition of new definitions prepared by a number of OECD statistical working 
parties and expert groups, as well as definitions published by other international organisations, and the 
insertion of extensive information into the "context" field of the glossary, explaining the uses and 
limitations of many of the definitions included. 

New Glossary facilities include the possibility to identify new definitions included in the Glossary or 
existing definitions modified. The facility to download the entire Glossary from the web in as a WORD file 
and PDF has also been developed.  

References to the Glossary is now included in over 170 000 web pages of national statistical agencies, 
central banks and academic institutes. 

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

There is an ongoing need to change the platform in which the Glossary is currently stored. Discussions 
are ongoing with SAM and ITN. There is an option to drop this activity. 
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Guidelines on the Measurement of 
Subjective Well-being 

Purpose 

To prepare a set of guidelines on the collection and use of measures of subjective well-being (SWB) that 
will be the recognized standard adopted by national statistical agencies and other producers and users of 
survey-based subjective well-being data. 

Objectives and outputs 

This activity was endorsed by the OECD Committee on Statistics in 2010 and again in 2011. The main 
purpose is the development of a set of guidelines on the collection and reporting of subjective measures 
of well-being. The guidelines will include prototype survey modules for different types of survey. 

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

The Guidelines will be published and launched publically on 20 March 2013 (World Happiness Day). 
Following the launch there will be a programme of work focused on the promotion/uptake of the 
Guidelines by NSOs. The key deliverable for 2015 was a workshop for national statistical offices from the 
Asia-Pacific region on implementing the Guidelines held in Daejeon, Korea, on 25-26 November 2015. 
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Guidelines on the Measurement of Trust 

Purpose 

To prepare a set of guidelines on the collection and use of measures of trust. This will evaluate the 
reliability and validity of trust measures, and broaden the conceptual and statistical basis for measuring 
governance through household surveys. Where validity and reliability are of sufficient quality, the 
Guidelines will provide the basis for the standardised collection of survey data on trust by national 
statistical agencies and other producers of survey-based data. 

Objectives and outputs 

This activity was endorsed by the OECD Committee on Statistics in 2014. The main purpose is the 
development of a set of guidelines that evaluate the validity and reliability of trust measures and provide 
advice on the collection and reporting of measures of trust in household surveys. The guidelines will 
include prototype survey modules for different types of survey. 

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

An informal advisory group comprising of representatives from national statistical offices, academics, 
and policy makers met on 24 September to discuss the scope and methodology for the review. 
Substantive work on the project is expected to take place largely in 2016 and 2017. 
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Journal of Business Cycle Measurement and 
Analysis - 2015 

Purpose 

To exchange knowledge and information on the theoretical and operational aspects of business and 
economic cycle research, involving both measurement and analysis. 

Objectives and outputs 

The Statistics Directorate participates as associate editor and chairman of the editorial board of the 
Journal; provides liaison between the publication system (PAC) the editor in chief located in Zurich 
(CIRET) and the editorial board. 

The journal is a peer-reviewed scientific journal focusing on business cycles. The themes covered by the 
Journal comprise: analysis and explanation of cyclical fluctuations; business cycle specification, definition 
and classification; statistical approaches to the development of short-term economic statistics and 
indicators; business tendency, investment and consumer surveys; use of survey data or cyclical 
indicators for business cycle analysis. 

Each volume has two regular issues with 4-5 articles, and occasionally special editions. The Journal also 
provides a calendar of conferences, along with e-information and book reviews which are of interest and 
within its scope. 


